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SUFFOLK SPORTS HALL OF FAME HONORS
TOM SPOTA

The SSHOF is proud to announce that our Honoree this year is Tom Spota, Suffolk
County District Attorney.  Tom has been an avid supporter over the years and this year
has authorized the use of asset forfeiture funds to sponsor an educational and crime
prevention film entitled “Bullying & Violence in Our Schools Today”. This film will be
shown to elementary schools throughout Suffolk County during our field trip programs.

Tom has served as the District Attorney of Suffolk County since January 1, 2002.  As the
first district attorney in Suffolk County history to receive the endorsement of each political
party, Tom was overwhelmingly elected to a second term in 2005, and received similar
endorsement in 2009 and was elected to a third term.  

Tom’s first two terms in office have been marked by successful investigations of government officials, Suffolk
County school district administrators, violent street gangs, and heroin traffickers.  He earned national recognition by
becoming the first district attorney in the United States to empanel a grand jury to investigate victims’ claims of
sexual abuse by members of the clergy, and the resulting report, critical of the practices and policies of the
diocesan hierarchy, was the catalyst for change to make the reporting of sexual misconduct by priest and clergy
members mandatory.      

Tom’s reorganization of the office includes the establishment of a Government Corruption Bureau, an Anti-Street
Gang Unit, a Mortgage Fraud Unit, and a Labor Law Enforcement Unit to investigate and prosecute violations
of the state’s prevailing wage law.  In March of 2009, to marshal law enforcement efforts to battle the growing menace
of heroin use, Tom formed a multi-jurisdictional task force comprised of prosecutors, district attorney detective-
investigators, New York State Police and Drug Enforcement agents.  Five months later, the task force recorded the
largest seizure of uncut heroin in Suffolk history, seventeen pounds of pure heroin, tracked by investigators to a
Melville hotel.

Tom is a graduate of St. John's University School of Law.  He began his career in public service in 1978 as an Assistant
District Attorney in the Suffolk County District Attorney’s office, where he distinguished himself by earning promotion
to the job of Chief Trial Prosecutor and Chief of the Homicide Bureau before entering the private sector in 1982.

He is a husband, a father, a prosecutor and a citizen who takes pride in being an American.

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING TOM!!!

247-C

SUFFOLK SPORTS HALL OF FAME
MISSION STATEMENT

The Suffolk Sports Hall of Fame (SSHOF) is a not-for-profit organization established in 1990 to honor
out s tand ing persons, living or deceased, who have gained prominence and have made substantial
contributions, on behalf of themselves and Suffolk County, in the fields of professional and amateur sports.  Since that
time, individuals have been selected as inductees of the SSHOF each year.  The home of the SSHOF is located in
Patchogue in a vintage 1911 bank building, donated by Mr. John Kanas and North Fork Bank.  It will also serve
as a center that will educate today’s students and adults about the cultural, historical and human contributions
and achievements of its honorees in the world of athletics.

The SSHOF intends to work closely with the school districts and individual athletic directors to schedule field trips and
tours of our facility.  Educational classes, such as “Dealing With Disabilities” or talks by various motivational
speakers will address the many problems young children experience in today’s world.  The SSHOF will make available
its facilities not only to the youth of Suffolk County, but also to senior citizens and community groups.
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HONORING

Thomas J. Spota
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